Unit Lesson Plan 1

Instructor: Rachel Latinette

Lesson 1: Exprésate I, Chapter 4-1                                   

Subject: Spanish 

Grade: 9th
Lesson Plan Summary:

· Check homework
· Go over homework
· Go over “La Práctica”
· Watch short DVD about Costa Rica
· Students fill out worksheet about video
· Go over video and worksheet as a class
· In partners, students use textbook to complete worksheet about Costa Rica
· Go over worksheet as a class
· Play “Matamoscas” (fly swatter game)
· Assign homework
ACTFL Standards for Foreign Language Learning: 
Standard 1.2: Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics 

Standard 2.1: Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the practices and perspectives of the culture studied
Standard 2.2: Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the products and perspectives of the culture studied
Illinois State Learning Standards: 
28.C.1a  Recognize the written form of familiar spoken language

28.C.1b  Infer meaning of cognates from context.

28.D.1a  Copy/write words and phrases

28.A.2a  Comprehend audio​visual programs

28.C.2b   Decode new vocabulary using con​textual clues and drawing on words and phrases from prior lessons.
28.A.3a  Comprehend main messages of simple oral and audio presentations with assistance from resources (e.g., glossaries, guided questions, outlines).

29.B.1a  Identify one or more art forms (e.g., Japanese origami, Spanish  flamenco) representative of areas where the target language is spoken.
29.D.1  Recognize important people and events (e.g., special celebrations) in the history of areas where the target language is spoken.

29.E.1  Identify and use simple geography vocabulary (e.g., border, city, river, soil, equator) of the target language.

29.E.2  Use maps, charts, digital images, graphs and other geographic representations to describe and discuss the countries where the target language is spoken.

29.E.3  Describe geographical aspects (e.g., population distribution, natural resources and main economic activities) of areas where the target language is spoken.

30.A.1a  Recognize the currency of the country(ies) where the target language is spoken and compare values with United States currency.
30.A.1c  Use target language vocabulary to identify simple science terms referring to weather and nature (e.g., clouds, wind, trees, common animals).
30.A.2a  Identify products that are from the countries where the target language is spoken and that are found in the United States economy.

30.A.2c  Use target language vocabulary to identify and describe basic earth science content  (e.g., mountain range, coast, desert) and life forms.
Content: 
· Costa Rican geography, history, and culture

· Chapter 4-1 vocabulary (school supplies and classes)
This lesson is the first of a unit on school, including school supplies and classes. The culture and geography focus in this chapter is on Costa Rica. Throughout the chapter there are pictures and pieces of information about Costa Rica relating to school. The videos and listening activities accompanying this chapter feature native Costa Rican speakers. The grammar focus in this chapter includes making the adjectives “mucho”, “poco”, “un”, and the question word “cuánto” agree in number and gender with the noun; “tener”, “venir”, and other –er and –ir verbs in the present tense; “tener idioms”; “venir” and “a la/las” with time; “ir a” with infinitives. Students will also learn to say what they have and what they need, talk about classes and plans, and invite someone to do something.

Instructional Objective: 
The 9th graders will become familiar with the general geography, culture, and history of Costa Rica. They will get practice listening to a native Costa Rican speaking Spanish. They will also become familiar with chapter 4-1 school vocabulary. By the end of the lesson, the students should be able to name the capital of Costa Rica and a few facts about the country. They should also be able to use some of the new vocabulary to complete matching, multiple choice, and fill in the blank exercises in their workbook (for homework). 
Instructional Procedures: 

I will start the class by greeting the students enthusiastically and asking how they are doing. I will ask the students to take out their homework so I can come around and check it while they are working on “La Práctica”, which is a short question or exercise written on the board. I will walk up and down the rows and quickly check to make sure each student has the homework completed. If not, I will check their names on the roster which I will be carrying with me on my clip board. After I have checked the homework, I will ask for a volunteer to go up to the board to answer “La Práctica”. Today’s question is “¿Cuáles útiles escolares tienes en tu mochila?” (What school supplies do you have in your backpack?) Once the volunteer has attempted to write the answer on the board, I will ask the class if they think their classmate answered La Práctica correctly. If they think something is wrong, I will ask them what needs to be changed. This is an example of “assessment for learning”. 
After we have gone over “La Práctica”, I will then go over the homework from the night before. Last night’s homework was a vocabulary list for the new chapter. The students were to look up all the new vocabulary words for chapter 4-1 and write them on the list they got the day before. I will ask if there are any questions about any words or if there were any words they couldn’t find. Then we will quickly go through all of the new words and phrases to be sure that everyone has the correct English translations. This vocabulary list will go in their binders under the “Apuntes” (notes) section. The homework check, La Práctica, and going over homework from the night before are things we do each day at the beginning of class. This is a routine that the students are familiar with. This should all take about 10-15 minutes.
Next, I will tell the students that today we will be learning about the country where I studied abroad, so I can give additional information and answer any questions they have. I will give the students a packet for the new chapter that includes exercises and activities that go along with the CDs and Videos for the chapter. We will watch a short video about Costa Rica that includes a native Costa Rican speaking Spanish. The students will complete a worksheet in their packet that has questions about the video (Exprésate I, Lab book pg. 73). Before watching the video, we will do a pre-viewing exercise to get the students thinking about what they already know about Costa Rica. Then I will go over the rest of the worksheet to make sure the students know what information they are going to be listening for while watching the video. I will go over new vocabulary words that will be in the video and check to make sure they remember the old vocabulary words on the worksheet. Then we will watch the video twice, first with the Spanish subtitles so the students can read along while they listen, then with the English subtitles on so the students can understand what the native says. As we watch the video I will point out specific places I visited during my trip and things that I have my own pictures of. Hopefully this will get the students’ attention and encourage them to ask me questions about the things I saw and places I went to. This should take about 10 minutes.
After watching the video, I will ask the students how well they understood the native Spanish speaker and what they thought of the video (i.e. Did they learn anything interesting about Costa Rica?). Then, in partners, the students will complete the rest of the worksheet. They will check off things they saw in the video from a list of places and things in Spanish. Then they will choose words from a word bank to complete sentences about Costa Rica that were in the video. While the students are working on this I will pass around a photo album with some of my pictures from Costa Rica. They will see pictures of some of the places and things they saw in the video. Hopefully this will make the country seem more realistic to the students and make them more interested. As the students work, I will circulate the room to make sure the students are working and that they are finding the correct answers. If not, I will help get them back on the right track. This should take about 10 minutes.
When most of the students have finished, we will go over the worksheet answers aloud together. I will ask the students what things they saw in the video and what words they chose to complete the sentences (an assessment for learning). When finished, the students will put this packet in their binders in the “Tecnología” (technology) section. This should take just a few minutes.
Next, I will hand out a two-sided worksheet with questions about Costa Rica (Exprésate I, Assessment Program pg. 75-76). In partners, students will look for the answers in their textbook (Exprésate I). I will tell the students that all of the answers can be found on the first four pages of the chapter (pgs. 114-117), so it shouldn’t be too difficult to complete. The worksheet includes a map of Costa Rica with the location of important geographical features and cities highlighted. This is a short matching section. The next section is also matching, this time with important Costa Rican things, such as currency and animals. In the third section the students will fill in the blanks to finish sentences about the country. In the last section the students write (in English) about two national parks or reserves in Costa Rica. As the students are working on this I will pass around some Costa Rican money that I brought back with me from my trip. I will let them touch it and examine it closely and let them compare it to U.S. money. I will tell them how much the currency is worth in U.S. dollars. As the students continue working I will quickly write some of the new vocabulary words scattered throughout the board for a game we will play when they finish the worksheet. Then I will circulate the room to make sure the students are working and finding the correct answers. If not, I will help them get back on track. This should take about 10 minutes.
After about 10 minutes, or when most students are finished, we will go over the answers to the worksheet aloud together. I will ask the students what answers they chose before giving them the correct answers (an assessment for learning). When finished, the students will put this worksheet in their binders in the “Trabajo” (class work) section. This should take under 5 minutes.
Next, if time allows, we will play “Matamoscas” (fly swatters). I will divide the class down the middle into two teams. One person from each team will come up to the board and I will hand each of them a fly swatter. The new vocabulary words will be scattered on the board. I will say a word in English, and the first person to swat the word in Spanish with the fly swatter earns a point for his or her team. In order to keep the rest of the class involved, the other students can help out their team mates by telling them in what area of the board the vocabulary word is located. This helps keep the students engaged when it isn’t their turn at the board. This can take between 5 to 10 minutes or however much time we have left before the last 5 minutes of class. In some classes we might not have time to play at all. 
Last, about 5 minutes before the bell rings I will assign and explain the homework, which is to complete exercises 1-3 on page 37 in the workbook (Exprésate I). I will explain that in the first section they will simply match the vocabulary word on the left with the one that is most similar to it on the right. In the second section (which is multiple choice), they will read a sentence in Spanish and decide which class is the student’s favorite depending on his or her preferences. In the third section the students will read a short conversation in Spanish and choose vocabulary words from the box to put in the blanks to complete the conversation. I will let the students know that these exercises will help them become more familiar with the new vocabulary words they just looked up for the new chapter. I will tell them that they should use their vocabulary list to help them with the homework. I will let the class know that they will have a quiz on the new vocabulary in exactly one week. I will also try to end class on a positive note by letting the students know they did a good job today. I want to encourage them to continue to work hard in order to succeed.
Materials and Equipment: 

· Answer key to the homework from the night before (Chapter 4-1 vocabulary list)
· Chapter 4 packet (pages from Exprésate I Lab book, including page 73 for this lesson) 
· Exprésate I Chapter 4 “Geocultura” DVD (Costa Rica) 

· Exprésate I textbook, pgs. 114-117
· Exprésate I “Assessment Program” pgs. 75-76 (copied as worksheets)
· 2 Fly Swatters
· Exprésate I workbook, pg. 37
Assessment/Evaluation: 

I will be evaluating the students throughout the class period to see how well they are learning and understanding the material. When we go over the homework (chapter 4-1 vocabulary list), I will ask the students what definitions they wrote down to see if they are correct before I give them the answers. When the volunteer goes to the board to answer “La Práctica”, I will ask the class if he or she answered the question correctly. If they think not, I will ask for them to tell me what needs to be changed. This will help me see if the students understand how to read and answer the question in Spanish. As the students are working with their partners on their worksheets I will circulate the room and scan their answers to see how much they understood from the video and how well they can find the answers in the textbook. While the students play the fly swatter game I will watch to see how fast they can recognize the correct word and listen to hear if their classmates are pointing them in the right direction. On Thursday of the following week there will be a quiz on the new vocabulary.
Follow-up Activities: 

· Review vocabulary words on flashcards with the class
· Index card game - Each student gets an index card (some will have to get two, and I will also have one) with a Spanish vocabulary word on one side and the English equivalent of a different vocabulary word on the other side. I will start by reading the English word on my card aloud to the class. The student who has that word in Spanish on his or her card then reads the vocabulary word aloud, and then flips the card over and reads the English word on the back of the card. The student who has that vocabulary word in Spanish reads the Spanish word aloud, and then flips the card over to read the English word on the back of the card. This continues until every student has read his or her card aloud. The game will end when I read the Spanish word on the back of my card. After a few days of practicing the vocabulary we will time the class while they play. The class that can finish in the shortest amount of time wins fake money that can be cashed in for different things such as hall passes, free homework passes, and candy. 
· Listening activity
· Textbook exercises
Self-Assessment: 
The students seemed pretty interested in this lesson. I think they liked the fact that I have visited the country they were learning about. They seemed to enjoy the video because it showed many beautiful things and places such as waterfalls, beaches, animals, and flowers. The students seemed to really enjoy looking at my pictures and seeing some of the things they saw in the video. They asked me a lot of questions about Costa Rica in comparison to the United States, such as, “Do they have fast food restaurants like the ones we have in the U.S.?” They seemed intrigued by the real Costa Rican money I brought for them to look at. They also enjoyed playing the Matamoscas game.
The only thing I think the students didn’t really enjoy much was looking up the answers to the worksheet in their textbooks. This is the only thing I might change about the lesson. The worksheet had a lot of very interesting information about Costa Rica, so I would want to keep these things in the lesson. If I could figure out a different way to present this information to the class I would give it a try. 
The activities seemed to be effective in teaching the students the new material. When I walked around and looked at the answers the students had on their worksheets, and when I asked them what answers they chose as we went over them, most students had the correct answers. When we went over the homework from the previous night (the new vocabulary list), most students had found the correct meanings of the words. When we went over “La Práctica”, the class was able to tell me whether or not the volunteer answered the question correctly and what needed to be fixed. When we played Matamoscas, many students were already familiar with many of the vocabulary words. This lesson plan worked out pretty well with my classes. 
